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15. Social Concerns in Mulk Raj Anand’s ertmgs'_ -

Satish Dnyaneshwar Morey
Asst.Prof.Dept.of English, S.P.M. Arts and C‘om.Coﬂege Chikhli, Dist: Buldana

Anand’s social views are sustained by his faith that an artist can contribute lmm%y
towards social change. Of all Indian creative writers writing in English, Anand is perhaps
most concerned with the basic purpose of literature. The influence of Tolstoy, Ruskin, M
and Gandhi counteracted upon his views on socialism. The ethics of socialism and its humamgm
were more convincing to him than its dialectical aspect. Thus, instead of committing himself
programme of political action, Anand dedicated himself to the grievous cause of suffe
humanity. Anand’s socialism was the panacea to cure social evils, misery ugliness a
inequality. His humanistic learning was strengthened. Anand resourcefully correlates
nationalism, socialism and humanism in his novels. He is a popular Social novelist of
contemporary society. The entire thinking of the novehst’s was sarcasm, realistic novel wmmg,
Anand’s commitment for social revolution through hlS social ideology is remarkable. The nserf
the rural novel, which is also realistic in characters, is another remarkable feature of hxs}wn 7
The urban writers cared little to portray the appalling and inhuman condition of the life of
villagers. The peasant’s poverty and exploitation were exposed in Anand’s novel. Anmd
employs the picaresque method in Untouchable Comﬁxénting on early character, Anand says- .

“All these heroes as the other men and women who had emerged in my novels and sk
stories, were dear to me because they were the reﬂecnon of real people. I had known during m
childhood and youth”. As Ruskin bond enliven the characters from his novels by igniting
sense of affinity, affiliation and humanitarian concerns through his art of chamctmsanon and,
this regard Anand is the master and predecessor to Ruskxn Bond. By the virtue of hts att
depiction and choice of the theme and charactensahon ﬁom the real life common m‘“‘

woman he brings tremendous attention of his mdets wnh ﬁ,n of sympathy and aﬁmlt’ym
writing as well as to some extent the solution for the soci: l evils, :

As M.H. Williams Says

“M.R.Anand was able to unite nationalism with socialism into one Hunxa:iitaﬁ’n

movement a single revolt against oppression.™
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His commitment to the philosophy of humanism is at the very centre of his creative
enterprise: He believes firmly in "a new conception of the role of man, an emphasis on the
;mportance of the human being as such, a profound respect for man, love f;r him and faith in his
capacity 10 straighten his back and look those who effectively used to social problem of India

as similar to the effort made by the bring about the changes in the minds of the people through

their fictional works to call attention to the social problems of their communities. Anand was

frank enqugh to admit that his literary efforts were directed towards a goal and that this goal was
the alleviation of the suffering of fellow human beings. While Anand's commitment demanded
{hat literary works have the power to move the world to compassion and kindness, his artistic
purity can suffer no subjugation. The first malpractice Anand has attacked as a soci
caste system, which in the words of Raja Ram Mohan Roy is,

al critic is the
"the supreme root of all our social
~ evils", and it is presented through the painful experiences within'a single day in the life of an
‘untouchable boy, Bakha.

In the words of Dr.Ambedkar, «“untouchability is nothing but slavery, tell the slave that he

] is a slave then he will revolt™.
In the case of Anand, he dedicated his writing to pointing out the humiliated systems of

~caste and class discrimination prevailing in the contemporary Indian society. He exposes this

reality of caste based society through his characters, Bhakha, Sohini etc. When the focus is-
~shifted to class distinction we have another example in the form of Coolie. Coolie is a novel of
the poor and the downtrodden. It offers a chance to the reader to really experience the unending
pain, suffering and prolonged struggle of the poor and as the misery of poverty i\s”prese"nted
through an orphan boy and it particularly evokes a deep sorrow in readers. The novel ampliﬁes
the view of Bernard Shaw that poverty is the worst crime of all and its eradication is the prime
task of any socialistic society- In the words of E. M. Fotéter; “The sweeper is worse off than a i
 slave, for the slave may change his master and his duties and may even become free, but the’
sweeper is bound forever porn into a state from which he cannot escape and where he is »
excluded from social intercourse and the consolaﬁOﬁS}{ﬂtvaihi"S ,fé“gidi Unclean himself, he »

pollutes others when he touches them. They have to punfythemselves, hﬁd"tO,'4 mmlge their
slans for the day: Thus he is a disgusting object to call out ARd W therm! ﬂ\&t’ Retie

coming™ Thus the caste system is in any sense worse and apprehensive than the class disﬁncﬁ‘bn
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where the society is like the pyramid in which each caste has 1t’8 own stor ey and has no accegg lo‘ :

climb to upward that’s the herculean task to unite the society as the whole ‘
Anand primarily deals with the mlsery and wretchedness of the poor and thexr Stmgg[
for better life. He has always been consclous of the need to help raise the untouchables the
peasants, the serfs, the Coolies and other suppress member of human society, to human dignity
and self awareness in view of the object-ness apathy and despair in thch they have sunk. In the -
novel “untouchable” when Sohini an outcaste girl is tried to be molested by the priest an upper
caste; Anand describes her sense of dignity and her extreme struggle to save her chastity from :
the assaulter. On the other hand Anand brings to light the hypocrisy of upper caste men. As the
novel Untouchable opens with a description of the outcaste colony, Where they were living
without any facilities, since thousands of yéars. Their colony is portrayed thus in the novel. The
out caste, were the lowest stratum of Indian-‘lsociety, they suffer extreme economic and physical
deprivation. He paints a stark picture of the dondition in which these people live.

Bakha is eighteen year old son of Jaﬁmadar, Lakha who gets a pair of breeches from an
English soldier. The day begins; his work of toilet-cleaning begins. He‘is steady and efficient in
his work. Bakha’s sister Sohini goes to village-well to fetch Water' Kélinath the village priest of
the temple out of the special favour draws water to fill Sohini pail, and feels attracted to her
beautiful body, and driving away the others suggests her to go to his house later in the day to
clean the courtyard. When she goes to his house, he makes i Improper suggestions to her, and she
starts screaming, he shouts ‘polluted, polluted’ -and a crowd of people gather Bakha reaches at
that spot, after suffering at the village temple and a caste Hmdu whom he touched by chance,
and finds Sohini standing with her face downward, attacked by caste Hmdus who sided with
Kalinath. Bakha, understanding the situation, black with anger but remembcrmg the thousands-
year old slavery, controlled himself. Sendmg away Sohxm, goes to collect food frorn door to
door. There also he meets with insult, people throw loaves of bread towards him as if he were a

dog. i : Loty
The incident of humiliation is when Bakha goes to temple to sweep coux'lyal'd Dnven by
his curiosity to know more about the caged snake god, he mounts the temple steps leadmg to the
holy place inside the temple. He hears a loud cry, “polluted, polluted, and polluted!” The crowd
takes up the call of the priest, thinking that the presence of the untouchable has defileq the holy

place. Bakha discovers that the priest is only trying to camouflage his indecency to Bakh"s sj ster,
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hml gohini tells him altogether a different story. The priest not only tries to molest Bakha's

ster bt also attracted the sympathy of the crowd by accusing her and her brother of having
Juted him and the premises of temple. Bakha feels completely helpless and much troubled at
peatt. AL 2 moment he feels a wild desire to retaliate when the thought of the pandit Kalinath"s
sction comes to him but realising his helplessness, he w1shes that his sister were not beautiful.

The third humiliation of Bakha is heart breaking. When he goes to the silversmith colony to
gollect food for the family a housewife becomes furious when she sees Bakha on the threshold of
the house and scolds him, “perish and die” as he has defiled her house. Bakha begs his apology
and asks for some food that is thrown at him as if to a street dog. The way Bakha collects his
chapatti thrown by a women who belongs to upper caste Hindu soc1ety is heart-shaking. The way
‘Anand presents the social evils prevailing in caste ridden Indian society that sensitizes heart and
mind of the readers. : :
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